
The South Campus Center on the 173-acre campus of the
University of Washington, just north of downtown Seattle, was an
ideal candidate for a jointly-funded University and utility energy 
conservation effort.

“Seattle City Light was looking for ways to offset the growing 
need to add generating capacity to service the construction boom
that had hit the campus in the last few years,” explained Jim Turner
of the University’s Energy Management Group. “While the 150-
watt incandescent lamps were fine when originally installed in the
South Campus Center, they no longer met the energy efficiency
needs of the growing campus community.”

Turner evaluated the latest lighting technology, looking for a
lamp that was energy efficient, offered significantly longer life
than the current lamp and qualified for a conservation rebate.

The University replaced all 338 150-watt incandescent lamps in
the Center with new 38-watt GE 2D™ compact fluorescent lamps,
modifying existing luminaries. The 2D lamp offers energy 
efficiency, uniform light distribution, high lumen output–150-watt
incandescent equivalent and provides 10,000 hours of lamp life.

“The new lamp met all our requirements,” Turner noted proudly.
“We’ve reduced energy use over 50 percent; used the energy 
savings, plus the utility rebate, to generate a return-on-investment
(RIO) of less than one year and quadrupled lamp life. Basically,
we put the 2D lamps in and walked away; that’s a ‘win win’ 
situation for everyone concerned.”
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New GE 2DTM Compact Fluorescent lamps
save energy, earn utility rebate and quick
payback for university.

“The new 2D™lamps are ideal 
for this campus building. They cut
energy use over 50%, with no drop
in light levels. Payback, including

utility rebate, is less than one year.”
—Jim Turner

Energy Management Group
University of Washington
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