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PRESS RELEASE

GE’s new Watt-Miser™ advances T5 technology and offers instant energy savings

Frankfurt April 2008 - The new T5 Watt-Miser™ linear fluorescent lamp from GE Consumer & Industrial will provide immediate energy savings of 5% to users replacing standard T5 lamps in an existing fixture. Over 25,000 hours of usage that could amount to an additional benefit of up to 10 euros per lamp through the life of the lamp. 

The energy and cost saving compared with today's already high efficiency, high output standard T5 lamps, is achieved without compromising lumen output. The T5 Watt-Miser™ has a long life rated at 25,000 hours of use, and available across the full 14W to 80W range in 4 colour temperatures (3000K–6500K).

Compared directly to its T8 Polylux type predecessors, the T5 Watt-Miser™ is also 25% more efficient and, if total system efficiency is taken into account including fittings and control gear, an energy saving as high as 45% can be achieved, slashing the electricity expenses that can make up to over 90% of total lighting costs.

The Watt-Miser™ takes the high efficiency, high output principle of GE’s T5 range of fluorescent lamps a step further, as GE’s edge in T5 technology enables the Watt-Miser™’s triphosphor coating to convert more UV to light, and its advanced UV reflective coating and optimised fill gas to maximise efficiency. 

The Watt-Miser™’s 16mm diameter, a feature of the T5 range, also makes it 40% slimmer than the T8, facilitating more energy efficient systems, and the design of smaller luminaires.

Altogether the T5 Watt-Miser™ promises reduced CO2 and other greenhouse gas emissions because it requires less power and uses less raw materials too.

Annual CO2 savings by using the Watt-Miser™ over a standard T5 fitting in a typical installation of 1000 lamps used for 5000 hours a year at an energy cost of 0.1 euros/kWh would be between 3425kWh or 343 euros for a 14W installation and 20,000kWh or 2000 euros for the 80W version. The annual CO2 savings for these installations range from 1.4 tons to 7.4 tons (conversion factor 0.37 CO2/kWh).

In the same scenario the per lamp savings, against the standard T5 in the life of a 25,000 hour lamp, range from 6.3 kg for a 14W tube to 37 kg for the 80W version.

The T5 Watt-Miser™ is an ideal solution for any T5 retrofit applications. It works on standard T5 ballasts, guaranteed to make it a popular choice in retail, property management, commercial, industrial, educational and other high energy cost settings, where the length of lighting cycles means significant energy savings can be made.

T5 Watt-Miser™ is part of the new GE range of Watt-Miser lamps that includes GE 's renowned 2D lamps which will be available in 28W & 38W inJune 2008. Additionally, T8 watt-Miser lamps will be added to this range and will be available starting April of 2008.
GE Consumer & Industrial spans the globe as one of the industry leaders in major appliance, lighting and integrated industrial equipment, systems and services. Providing solutions for commercial, industrial and residential use in more than 100 countries, GE Consumer & Industrial uses innovative technologies to deliver comfort, convenience and electrical protection and control. General Electric (NYSE: GE) brings imagination to work, selling products under the Monogram®, Profile™, Precise ConstantColor™ Biax™, Biax™ 2D™, ConstantColor™ CMH, Lucalox™ and Starcoat™ T5.
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