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PRESS RELEASE

New GE ballasts for T5 and CMH lamps are the ultimate lighting machines with energy savings and reliability to meet any requirement

g

Frankfurt April 2008 – The new warm-start UltraStart™® T5 System from GE Consumer & Industrial delivers a number of advantages for retail, property management, commercial and industrial applications compared with standard T5 systems. The system offers   additional energy savings with lumen equivalency, parallel operation that keeps the remaining lamps operational if a lamp fails, fast start times (.0.9 seconds) and greater than 80,000on/off cycles.
UltraStart™T5 ballasts provide a “soft start”  which significantly reduces the cathode degradation  and increases lamp life in frequently switched applications. GE UltraStart™ T5 ballasts use a control circuit to apply very precise cathode heat to ensure that the cathodes have reached an optimum temperature during lamp starting. The ballasts have the benefits of programmed (warm) starts with energy savings, parallel operation to keep spot re-lamping costs low and fast starting convenience of instant (cool) start ballasts. 3-4x 14W UltraStart™ ® T5 ballasts are now available; 2x14-21-28-35W type ballasts will be available in June 2008.

“This new generation of T5 ballast is designed to meet strict energy legislation while providing exceptional performance and convenience with fast start times and parallel lamp operation for easier maintenance,” says Edward Guest, Marketing Director GE Consumer & Industrial Lighting EMEA.
New Electronic Ballasts for Ceramic Metal Halide Lamps
GE Consumer & Industrial’s new CMH ballasts for 20-, 35- and 70-watt CMH lamps are built for quality and reliability to deliver trouble-free performance throughout the 50,000 hours of service life. Lamp life is maximized through the use of 150 Hz square-wave lamp current, constant lamp power and immunity to mains voltage transients.

The ballasts for 35W and 70W lamps feature a dual-mounting option, ignition time out, lamp  end of life shutdown,  short circuit and thermal protection. The ballast for 20W CMH lamps is available in a compact case for miniaturized fixtures plus a remote version for long distance lamp operation. The remote ballast provides added flexibility in the luminaire design. 

“Coupling GE CMH lamps with dedicated GE electronic ballasts will ensure further enhanced performance throughout a long lamp life. A rigorous quality control process ensures that both CMH lamp and ballast provide maximum colour uniformity from lamp to lamp,” says Edward Guest, Marketing Director GE Consumer & Industrial Lighting EMEA.
GE Consumer & Industrial spans the globe as one of the industry leaders in major appliance, lighting and integrated industrial equipment, systems and services. Providing solutions for commercial, industrial and residential use in more than 100 countries, GE Consumer & Industrial uses innovative technologies to deliver comfort, convenience and electrical protection and control. General Electric (NYSE: GE) brings imagination to work, selling products under the Monogram®, Profile™, Precise ConstantColor™ Biax™, Biax™ 2D™, ConstantColor™ CMH, Lucalox™ and Starcoat™ T5.
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