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GE INTRODUCES A NEW T8 ELECTRONIC BALLAST RANGE

Budapest, 20th September, 2004- Following the successful introduction of a range of electronic ballasts for its high quality CMH lamps, Biax Q/E 50/70W compact fluorescent and StarcoatTM T5 linear fluorescent lamps, GE is proud to announce a new series of electronic control gear for the Polylux XLrTM lamps.

The new GE range of T8 electronic ballasts covers wattages from 18 to 70W and for single, twin and multi-lamp operation summing up to 10 different units. 

The advanced warm start circuit, which preheats the lamp filaments, ensures soft and reliable starting and maximum lamp life. This provides practically unlimited number of on-off switching and minimised lamp end-darkening.

“With a low energy consumption, A2 Energy Efficiency Index, these ballasts, when used with GE’s Polylux XLrTM range of lamps, provide a winning combination in lighting applications in offices, shopping centres, airports, and hotels”, says Tim Povall, General Manager Lighting, GE Consumer and Industrial.  

“By utilising GE T8 electronic ballasts the life of Polylux XLrTM lamps is extended to 20,000 hours, thereby extending replacement cycles and reducing maintenance costs” adds Edit Katona, Linear Fluorescent Product Manager. This lamp provides +18% more light versus a normal T8 lamp meaning that fewer lamps are needed to reach the same illumination level.

Energy efficiency, low maintenance, magnificent colour rendering – all with an environmentally friendly approach! For safer lamp disposal GE has invested heavily in reducing mercury content across all of its fluorescent lamp range.  The mercury content in the Polylux XLR™ lamps is less than 5 mg and all lamp components can be recycled at end of life.

All available ballasts are tested and ENEC approved for all valid lamp and ballast combinations. Polylux XLrTM lamps operating on GE T8 electronic ballasts will meet needs for long life and reliable performance.

GE Consumer & Industrial spans the globe as an industry leader in major appliance, lighting and integrated industrial equipment, systems and services. Providing solutions for commercial, industrial and residential use in more than 100 countries, GE Consumer & Industrial uses innovative technologies to deliver comfort, convenience and electrical protection and control. General Electric (NYSE: GE) brings imagination to work, selling products under the Monogram®, Profile™, Precise ConstantColor™ Biax™, Biax™ 2D™, ConstantColor™ CMH, Lucalox™ and Starcoat™ T5.
